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II-

VOWEL VERSUS CONSONANT

The assignment of a sound to either category, vowel or consonant,
may vary according to the criterion used in\defining the categories.
Moreover, the same sound may be capable of functioning both as a
vowel and as a consonant, depending on its position in the syllabie.
If we follow a purely phonetic definition, phohemes like RP English
/1,m,n,g/ cannot be considered vowels (or vocoids, if we folléw

K.L. Pike’s terminology), since their préduction invol;es some kind .
of stricture in the air passage and theiruspectrograms show a noise
compoﬁenf besides the glottal tone. That is, they are contoids.

On the other hand, some allophones of RP /j/ and /w/ will have

to be considered vowels, ex. “you" [ju: ],“way“[mmn] .This also
apnlles to French /w/, VAT /q/.

But from a llngzlstlc standpoint, we will con31der a vowel any

‘'sound which can occupy the centra1-9051tlon in a svllable,regardless

of its phometic guality. Such is the case of RP svllabic allophones
of liquids and nasals, for ex.: "shuttle“/pVH/,“rlbbon"/rxbm/,
"sudden”/SAdh/} “bacon”/bequ/..

In this study we ‘11 consider only those sounds which are both ‘
vowels and vocoids, that ‘is, vowels from a phonetlc as well as a
iinguistic point of view. The reason is .a practical omne: cont01d
vowels don’t exist in French' only a vocoxd can occupy the center.
of a French syllable. And in both languages it is more practical

to study the semi-vowels as consonants.“’

DISTINCTIVE AND NON-DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

Any seund in the language‘seems‘to the speékef an homogeneoﬁs"
phenomenon, but the phonetician can analyze it, breaking it down
into the separate actions of independent organs. Each organ of
speech adds one or more particular features to the sound compidex;
in order to reach the status of Dhonologlc difference, at least

one of the features which differ in two sounds must be con51dered
relevant in the speaker’s ideal system of sounds. These significant
features need not be the same in two differént languages; indeed,
they rarely are. Each language selects from the enormous nuﬁber

of possible features a few that will be used systematicallyQ

(1).“' Gimson’ p.95




As the sounds we are gbing to study are a well-defined group,

the vowels, in two languaggs'gf the same family, it is to be

expected that the general characteristics will be the same.

Both English and French vowels are, as most linguistic sounds in

all languages, eggressive and pulmonar. Ingressive sounds may

appear(’for instance, the surprise exclamation often written "Ah!@,

but such sounds cannot be considered to be really llngulstlcfuh

pulmonar sounds are used by some abnormal speakers. In short,
all linguistically relevant sounds both in ¥nglish and French

are made with a stream of air coming from the lungsf)

SONORITY

The-vibration of the vocal chords as 6pposed fo their létting

a free passage for the air‘constitufgs the feature of sonérity,
whiéh is found as a relevant feature in.the consonantal system

of the vast majority of tongues, including Frenéh and English.
Many languages apply tnls opposition {voxced/unv01ced) to the
vocalic system as well. But unv01ced vowels 1n Engllsh or French

_ . (%)
(such as are used in whlsperlng,for 1nsbgnce) are mere allophonese.

INTENSITY AND PITCH

The intensity, or loudness, of a sound, is the result of an increase

“of air pressure during its production. This is controlled by the

muscles used in respiration.

Pitchh is our impression of the rate of vibration of the vocalchords,

in voiced sounds, or of complex modlflcatlons ‘,V EL ‘
in the shape and ten51on of the resonatora in: artlculatlng unv01ced
sounds. - ’

Pitch is used as a significant suprasegmentéry:feature in intona-
tion ahd, together with intensity, in streSSES)Butvneithér feature
is used to oppose vowels systematically to'oﬂe another in English.
or French: two vowels of the same quality,etc, which differ in

tone or intensity are allophones of the same phoneme.

However, some French speékers seem to make a significant use of

tone in telling the masculine from the feminine (aimé& - aimée).

(1)~ Sapir, p.5 -
{(2Y.~ Gimson, p. 10
(3) e~ Sapir, p.50,n.3, Thomas 190
(&) o= Carton, p.43

(5) = Gimson,'p.222




in any case, this is a marglnal phenomenon: in the general usage,
masculine and feminine endihgs in -e/-ee are homophonous (/e/).
The sudden interruption of the vowel, or glottal stop, is a common
feature in English and appears occasionally in French, but it does

not have llngulstlc slgnlflcance, eltherf ’

LENGTH

I1 existe des parlgss pour lesquels les voyelles
possédent des différences de quantlte trés percep-
tibles, mais nécessairement liées a d"autres con-
ditions phonétiques, ce qui 6te a la gquantité
proprement dite son caractére pertlnent. Un bonm .

'exemple d’un tel état est le frangals e '

And English is another one, although the author of the prev1ous

lines would hardly subscrlbe to thls opinion. These general
statements need to be dlscussed in detall.

We must distinguish between purely phonetlc length and llngulstl-

cally relevant length. The former is determined by the sounds

preceding or following the vowels; it dlstlngulshes the allophones

of one phoneme. The latter serves as a means to oppose phonemes

and is independent from adjacent sounds. -

‘For instance, in Engllsh the difference between the two phioplenes .

of /i:/ in "feet” [flt] and '"feed" [fl dJ has no phonologlcal value:
/ix/ is shortened before v01celess consonants, that is, length

is contextually. determined. Obvmously, there will never be an
opposition [fit] / [£i:t] since this last sequence will not appear‘
{in normal cases) in RP.

All English vowels are shortened in front of fortls consonants.
Also, they .are longer in front of a 1enls fricative than in front

)A 51m11ar pheno=-

of a nasal, a lenis plosive or in final p051t10n.
menon océurs in French. Accented French vowels are longer in front
of £inal /z/, /3/, /v/ /r/ .and /vr/. Nasal vowels, /@/, /o/ and
/a/ are also longer in front of any final ‘consonant. In unaccented
syllables most vowels are short. All are short in final position.

Se, we find again non~-relevant, but evident, length distinctions:

neuf /naf/ - neuve /n@m¢f”

-

Lalmbgrg,ip.88

(1). .
Gimson,p.168. Also Sapir, p.48 and Carton, pP.A3

(2).
(3).
(&).
(5) e~ Malmerg, p.88. Carton, p.21i

Durand, p.9
Gimson, pPP.96-98




The differentiation of pvhonemes by means of léngth is a different,
though sometimes related, problem. Strictly spéaking, length can
be considered a relevant feature in the phonetlc system of a
language if a series of minimal pairs can be established in which
the changing vocalic elemeﬁts are differentiated only by means of

length. In this respect,  the situation in English is as follows:

There are traditional relatlonshlns between short
and long vowels 'in English (...) but only in the
case of /a-3:/ can there be said to exist. an oppo-
sition solely of length and even in this case it
has to be stated that /3/ occurs only in unaccen-
ted syllables, whereas /3./ can occur 1n syllables
carryihg an accent.

As for French,

En fr. mod. iln ex1ste,nlus qu’un petit nombre de LTUT L BE

de couples lexicaux dans. lesquels la quantité
]oue un rdle distinctif. On mne les dlstlngue
guére que dans le réglstre 501gne ou s”il risque
"d’y avoir une ambiguité: {aea)
mettre/maitre, tette/téte, falte/fete... (ce.)
uand le substrat phonethue régional le permet,
il n“y a aucun inconvénient & allonger les voye-
l1les terminées par e muet, pour opposer masculln
" et féminin: venu / venue , ami / amle L2

But while not being indenendant'aé a»disfinqtivé feature, guantity
may stxll play a role in phonology.  v-j; V '  '
In English it is associated with quallty to dlstlngulsh the palrs
/iz/-/1/, Jor/=/o/y In/~ B, [fo/- Jai/ etce: .

Although from a purely theoretlcal 901nt of view it would seem
logical to subordinate quantity to quallty 1n analyz1ng the dlffe-
rences between these phonemes (51nce the qualltv opposxtlon is
stable, as compared w1th the 1mportant fvarlatlons, and even
disparition, of the quantity opp051t10n), the fact is that length
is, when present, a major factor in dlstlngulshlng phoneness.
Indeed, Daniel Jones considers that it is the pr1n01pa1 feature;

Gimson marks both length and gquality differences in phonemlc
(3)

transcrlntlon and considers quality the primary feature.
The gquantity of the French vowels is eVen more dependent upon con-
‘text and not upon the vowel itself. But when it is present it
blends together with guality to create an additional difference
between phonemes like /2/ and /o/(ﬁ>/0 ]) . /a/ and /ja/ ([a,/a;D

or /e/ and V{74 ([m,/¢:D

(1)e~ Gimson, p.97
{(2).~ Carton, p. 106 and 215
(3)e~ Gimson, p. 99




~The degree of tension of the organs of speech durlng the productlon

TENSION

‘Emglish /i:/, /u:/,/2/ (often [#:]) are ténse,-whilé /t/y [l e/

'Tension contributes in English, together with length and-quality,

Dans cotte / c6te[K3t,3<mf], on peut se demander
si la différence de timbre a plus d importande
que celle de 1la durée. Phonologiquement, il semble
préférable de considerer comme redondant le timbre
dans patte / pate [pat ,part] (%)

But despite these similarities, the role of length in English

and French vocalic systems is not the same.

Moins les régles liant la longueur des vo¥elles
aux conditiens phonétiques seront nombreuses,
plus la durée aura un caractére pertlnent.

The length of English vowels is less dependent upon context,

and therefore more relevant.

of a sound Pay vary. This varlatlon may be purelv phonetlc or may
serve as a- relevant feature to distinguish phonemes. ‘

In both English and French vocallc systems, tens1on is subordinated
to the complex gquantity/quality feature. It doesn’t oppose two
véwels of the'same quality and/or length. ' ' _
The more.a vowel is closed and long, the more tense it is--realized.

are lax. Likewise, /i:/ and /u:/ are tenser than /a:/.‘m

to the opposition between "long" and "short" phoﬁemes; its
distinctive importance increases when the length feature disappears
in front of a fortis consonanty.

A similar relationship between lengtn qu allty and tension appears-

k3
in French:

Une voyelle est,diautant plus tendue qu’elle est plus

fermee. ainsi, p.eX. "o" dans "pose? est plus tendu
que dans "port" etc. D antre part, une voyelle est
d’autant plus tendue qu’elle est plus longue: "o de

"pose' -est donc plus tendu que celui de "peau’t (4

On the whole, however, the french vocalic system is more temnse than
the mngllsh cne, and the prev1ously mentioned varlatlons in tension

are ”reater in English than in French. This fact has its consegquences: i
&

I.e reléchement des organes phonateurs entraine
une modification de 1 articulation initiale gqui
change le timbre de la voyelle, ce qui produit
ia diphtongue. L anglais, langue a articulation
vocalique relédchée, est aussi une langue riche
en diphtongues. %

We see now that English long vowels must be tense if they are to

remain monophthongs. Diphthongs, on the other hénd, are long, lax

(L) .- Cartdn, p.106 (2) .- Durand, p. 1% (3).- Gimson,100-122
(k).- Carton, p. 43 '(5).- Carton, p.i4. Thomas, p.99-100




articulations.
French prevents the formation of dlphthongs by maintaining tense,

7

clear vowels. Engllsh unaccented vowels tend to lose clarity: they
tend to /o2/. Two Fremch vowels canunot be together in the same
syllable, and there is an hiatus to mark the syllabic border. In
colloquial speech the hiatus may sometimes disappear, but then

the first vowel is substituted by a semi-consonant:

7 [ry'az] . | P [si'e)

scier

N [nya3z) : N (Usje)
6r again, a semi—consﬁnant is inserted in the hiatus to make the

[fri'ej -
S . trier <[t ije) (1) o

A1l possible glide is pbevented_ln this way, for, after all, the

nuage

separation clearer:

difference between a‘diphthong and a hiatus is a qﬁéstion of degree,
as is shown in this schematic diagram of the formants of a hiatus

and a diphthohg in the spes’.:trogram:('ZJ

o

0 ' — i

o .

. \ L

o : , , .

~

2%
aération a-¢ ‘ \frangals-canadlen )teteffasfj
Hiatus o dlphthong T

Not only regional,vbﬁt‘also historical varieties o%‘French have
known diphthongs, and even triphthénés, as is shown by the
conservative force of spelling, which was neérly phonetic in @éld
French.( Beaus [bgays), cf. English "hour*as [Q¥3] ). But modern
French has completely reduced those segmentsgy and in this it differs
profoundly from Engllsh.) The spelling "heaus" corresponds in
modern‘French.to the pronounc1at10n-[bo],

.,
V.

(1).- Carton, p.i4

(2) .- Carton, p.52

(3)e- There is, however, in RP a clear tendency towards the leveling
~of triphthongs.- Gimson, pP.l1l39 ss.

-




VII- QUALITY o ~

Sound quality is difficult to define 'in auditory terms. Definitions
include %"a subjective tralt",'“sound colort,etc. Such difficulty
may arise from the fact that quality is our main foothold in h
distinguishing one sound from anothers the rest of the traits -1ength,?
sonority, intemsity,etc.- are often addedvto it like accidemnts to
essence. Our subjective impression cannot be described, but just

. .as the wave length of the different colors can be measured, we can
measure the sound waves that cause thls 1mpre531on and glve an

acoustic deflnltlon of guality: 1t is the trait of a sound which

depends on the dlSpOSltlon of the formants on the spectrogram.
Two formants suffice to dlstlngu;sh,the vowels. Setting the values

of F1 in erdinate and.those'bf F2 id abscissa; we obtain the

following acoustic schemes:

F1 e o :-JE:,J : o , |
200} o T T R ‘ |

300 |

Yoo p

SCo P —~

6oC

e

soo L

3000 . 2000 1000 . 500 sz

Formant éfructure'of thg Ffeﬁ¢h vowels (P. Delattrg)cﬁ)

F4 - 200F

- - 3v0c b

qoc b
500k

§00 L
00 L

go¢ |

T T ¥ L)
30¢0 CA L1 L60% . 50% Fl

Formant structure of the Emnglish vowels.(z)

(1).- Carton, p.éo

(2).- From the values given in Gimson, p.101l. However, im D2k,




The géneral outline of these diagrams is similar to the diagram
of the cardinal vowels, which is based on tongue positions. It
seems logical that the two coincide, however broadly, becauée

the tongue is a major agent im shaping the vowels. But several
other factors can contributé to shapeée the quality of a vowel. We
are going to examine their role separately and see the dlfferent
usage that English and French make of themopnosltlons establlshed
by them.

Open/close
A vowel has an open quality if the tongue is lowered in the mouth,
and a close quality if it is raised. Of course, all vowels are

open” in the sense that there is no strictures between the organs

of speech. English and French make a similar usage of this opposition.

Front / back

In fronmt vowels, the fromt of the‘tongaé is raised, and vice-versa

in back vowels. The opposition is 51m11ar in English and French,
but French is characterlzed by the 1mpertance of the front artlcula-
tlon‘ 10 out of the 16 standard French vowels are front(ﬂ while

in English tae proportlon is more balanced.

Rounded / unrounded

A rounded vowel is artlculated with the help of an extra resonator
fashioned by advancing the lips while roundlng them. In most

European tongues, the trait "rounded!" is welded to "back", so’

that it isn’t dlstlnctlve by itself, but only as part of a comblna-.

(2) (3)

tion of features. English is such a language.

In French the back vowels are rounded as well, but there is a
further series of rounded front vowelsu(/y/, /87y /oef Vi Ta R
Although their place of artlcuiatlon does not coincide with that

of the unrounded front vowels: (/i/, /e/ s [E/), the trait rounded /

unrounded is the dominant omne in perceptlon.whwitemnqﬂwmaPm¢
Rounded vowels are far more numerous in French than in Engiish.

Eleven French vowels are artlculated with lip- -rounding, compared

with four in LngllshaORoundlng in French is close and tense; in

English /u/, /o/, /2:/ it is looser.
Y .

~

the first formant'of /0/ is said to be in the regioﬁ of 600-800 cps.
(1) e~ Carton, p.4l ' \
(2) e~ Thomas, P59

(3).- If we except the realizatiom of /A/ in some dialects as Eﬁ]
or of /u5/ as [¥ ] . See Gimson,p.lll
(k) o~ Three im some dialects (/p/=(a}). Gimson, p.1ll5




Oral / nasal

'a special quality to the sound. For most vowels, however, the

This opposition results from the action of: the soft palate. If it
is lowered, as for normal resplratlon, 1t allowq the air=from

the lungs to circudate through a farther resonator, which gives

soft palate is raised. Brench is one of the rare European languages

which use thiés device to establish a distinctive opposition

between vowels Standard French has four nasal vowelsfﬁ)correspondlng

~~~

approx1mately to the cral vowels /8 @, a/ (/2 n/).

PEREEEE S X IR NI AR NN N

The ideal systems resulting from this serieS'of oppositions may
be represented thus in relatlon to. the Card1nal Vowels.(y

- °y . o e
| e ' | . 0o 'jU}YG Note. /Y/, /%7 ﬁz/,

v/q-/v /3/9 /el /u/y /o’/7
/3l [E/, /5/ are

Varthulaﬁed with

= - . ".1ipéfddnding.
>* TE; e Lo '
o ® 3
Q .
AVAY - Note: /uif, /v /, /oi/
e : 2,3t | . amd /p/ are articulated
: 22 ~ with lip-rounding.
@
Ao’ 1 i
e . 'D
. - - . :
7y al

" The English vowels

(l)._'Regional dialects may alter this number substantially, as,

. indeed, that of the oral vowels.
(2).- As it will be shown later, the place of. artlculatlon varles,too.

(3)e~ Carton, p.3%. Thomas,p.252. Gimson, PPe. 100-122. .

1]
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l- UNROUNDED FRONT ORAL VOWELS

A- Close vowels: French /i/ - English /i:/(ﬁ'

Examples:

Open %yll.  Closed syll. Final

F /i/ 1liquide[likid] rire [RiR] =~ 1it [li]

E /i:/Apeople[ptbﬁl niecg[nDSJ bee [bt:]

The soft palate is raised.'Bé£h ;ré'Arfi¢uia£ed,with the front
of the tongue raised t6Wafds.the;cldse front position, which
is reached in the French vowel, E'/i'/ beiﬁg>siight1y lowered
and centrallzed The lips are spread The tlp of the tongue 1s
pressed behlnd the lower 1n01ssors and the 51de rims mahe a

- firm contact with the upper molars.' '

F /i/ is long 1n front of R, Z 5,v,vRIwhen in accented pos:l_tlon.
It is short in most other cases. . . ' ’

E /i:/ is long. when before a- V01ced consonant or in flnal pﬁsltlon.
its length is reduced before‘fortls consonants.
A‘diphthpngization[Ii] is an usual reallzarlon of RP /1 /, there
is not such di?ﬁfhongiiation in F /1/. In the reglons of Flandre,
Picardie and Brussels a very'open and’ relaxed reallzatlon of

/i/ may appear ([1] )f

B- Half-close vowels: F /e/'-;E‘/i/

(1).~ In the diagrams, French vowels will be marked in green,

English ones in black.




H

Examples:

. Open syllable Closed syliable .Final
F /e/ blessure [blesyR] - ' ‘b1ié [blel
E /1/ sitter [s113) bid [ bzd) city [sitz]

The soft palate being raised_and the tip of the tongue behind

the lower incissors, the front of the tongue iseraised to the

‘half-close n051t10n or just above it. The lips are spread.

Although both have a 51m11ar degree of closeness, E /1/ is-
centralized and lax, compared w1th fronted and tense F /e/.
Both are always short. ‘ ’

RP /1/ has many variants: 4 - ‘ S
- In some termlnatlons, 1t is belng replaced by Vi-Y4

- In unaccented posltlons, advanced RpP uses [&€1
- That same speech uses Ua] 1n accented monosyllables.,
In southern France and in Belglum, the oppos;tlon /e/ - /e/

is lost in most speakers; The vowel used for both is more open

than C[e] . ‘-

C~ Haif-epen vowelSﬁ‘Fv/E/-;'E'/e/;”/Ee/, /éi/.

/el/or/eg/:[&:J”,

Examples: - - ~ -

Open syllable  Closed syliéble, . Final
F/ed pécheur [pe [gR]  eréve [gRev] frais [{Re]
E /e/ . many [ment] dead [ded] = -

The soft palate being raised and the tip ef the tongue behind
the lower incissors, the front of the’tongue is raised to the
half-open position for F /&/ and to a position between half-open
and half-close for E /e/. EA/e/ is tenser than E /i/ and F /g/ is




more lax than F /e/. Fhe tongue makes a light contact with the
upper molars and the 1ips_are‘lbose1y spread.

E /e/ is short. F /e/ is long before final [R,z,Vv, 3, VR] when
in accented position. But there are some minima} pairs which '
in formal speech and in ambiguous context may be distinguished
by phonemitally relevant'length' faite/ féte [ fet / fs:f]
mettre / maitre [hefR/ﬂmyfR] tette / téte [tsf,/ts t] However,

most speakers ignore this dlstlnctlon.

bometlmes a more open vowel[e] or a glide[£°J -are found as

realizations of RP /e/. Some advanced RrRP varlants of the

diphthongs /e1/ and /aa/ produce a 1ong monophthong Te:]
In southern France and in Belglum [g} is found as a realization

of both /e/ and /e/. ;

D- OBen vowels: F /a/ = E‘ﬁ*/;'/;;/:'

= ‘A,Examples:  - . .
’ Open syllable  Closed syllable Final
F Ja/ - année [ane]l - ‘_ :  péfc'[paRK]: ‘>  v chat [faj'
E fe/ apple.[apn ’ Sat:[séf] -

Tne soft palate being raised and the tip of the tongue behind
the lower incissors, the ffontlpf the tongue is raised‘to a
position below half-open for E /2/ and remais nearly flat for ...
F /a/. E f®/ is rather--tense, wnlle F La/ is relatlvely lax.

The lips are unrounded for both.

F /a/ is long before final [R,z, 3, V, vR ] when in accented

position. English /®&/ is long before the lenis consonants.

\

>




(3

RP variants of /2/ include: :
- [e:] or a glide [&°] in advanced Rp

- [al in young speakers.

In many speakers of the ancient "oiIl" division {(central and

northern~Frénce),vespecially in popular Parisian speech, [&£] %

may appear as a variant of /a/. In the south (former "oc" division)

most speakers ignore tlhie opposition fa/ - /a/ and more retracted

variants ([4]) can appear.

5-ROUNDED FRONT ORAL VOWELS

4

A=~ Close: F /v/

=

Examples:

Open syllable Closed syllab1e  - Final
fumer Lfyme]_ juste [3Y5+J3 : tu ffyj
The soft palate being raised and the fip of the tongue pressed

1. behind the lower incissors, the front of the tongue is raised

below the close position. The articulation is tense and the lips

are closely rounded. This pboheme is more centralized than /i/,

/y/ is long in front of finél‘[Rg zw'sgiv,vRJ when in accented

position.

In Brussels and Picardie the realization is ofteh lax and more

open, the quality is similar to thatvof Ev/i/ if we suppréss the

lip-rounding.
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B- Half - close -~ F /8/

=

o
z
Examples: » e o ‘
Open syllable Closed syllable Final
meUnﬁﬁ~Dﬂ¢ﬁel n cfeuse[KR¢iI’ 'A_’ deux[dg]

The soft palate belng ralsed and the tlp of the tongue pressed.
behind the lower 1nc1ssors, the front of the tongue is raised
below the ‘half-close p051t;on. The grt1culat10n is tense and the
~ .1ips are closely rounded. ' . . '
/?/ is long bafore flnallz + 3] When 1n accented p051t10n.
. The opposmtlon /¢/ /e/ has little dzstlnctlve value: these two
phonemes are only opposed in syllables closed by /n/ /l/.
| . 3 veule [vg:l] - veulent [veelT .

( ' : 1eune[3¢n] - 3eune[3en]
There are very few cases of real .opposition, and in these /B/

2 is given extra length to p:gveﬂt‘amblgultles.

E Cw Half-opénﬂ: F ﬁxy

\\

R T TINE TT

Examples: Open syllable Closed syllable Final
fleurir (.“ceRiR] oeuf [cefl queue [Keel




The soft palate belnv raised and the tip o

the front of th

£ the tongue resting

behind the lower incissors,

below the nalf-

close position.

The articulati

than for /¢/‘and the lips are rounded.

e tongue is raised

on is less tense

ed position.

/cee/ is long befo

3-CENTRAL VOWELS

A- Mgdium’: F/o/ - E /e‘/‘, /a:/

b

'nMLa.' 

Examples: s : > & _,;L4;.ZQQ;&~

o =T

re final [R, v] when in accent

1- 2 (ADYACENT T0 VELARS)

- -open syllable Closed syllable Finay
g ja/  petit[pstil - 1e (193]
E /3/ ago [og°v]) ) chocolate [‘tjn}([eﬂ doctor [in.d’a]
E /o further [{e 53] work [wa K] : .her [héﬂ

The soft palate being ralsed and the “tip of the tongue behind thevl-

lower incissors, the centre of the tongue

igs raised to a position

between half-open and half-close for the artlculatlon'of F /o/.
rp fo/ and /o:/, only dlfferentlated by length, permit considerable

1atitude in the degree of tongue ralslng,_
and phonetic context. The lips are neutral
vowels and rounded for F /o/. This vowel
and many studies consider 1t ‘a.front vowel

£ /a/ does mot occur in accented p051t10ns

depending on idiolects
ly spread for the English
is sllghtly fronted,

. it can be considered

an allophone of /9:/ on distributional ‘groundse

The wariety of F /a/ described above is typlcal of the Parisian

region: speakers in other regions often re

The phonemic status of F /o/ is not clear.

alize 7o/ as [#]1 or [ce]

The opp051t10n /a/ - zero

_is neutralized in all but omne case: when there is a vowel following

/o/4 as in the pairs nl’gtre - le hétre“[léfR4le£ﬁﬂ "dors - denors'
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[doR - daoR] In all other cases, /o/ funetionsreeﬁe“eocalic
prolongation of a consonant which makes artlcualtlon easier.
Its appearance or ellslon can be predlcted, and 1ts suppresion '

<
doesznot alter comprehen51on.)

J

B- Open: E /A/

: o----- A= %
Examples: : v Lol o S :
: Open- syllable = Closed syllable . Final
% . couple\ [KAP!] : S ) sun [SAn} i ‘: -

The soft palate belng ralsed the central part of the tongue

is raised just above tne fully open p051t10n, no contamt belng
made between the tongue and the upper molars. The lips are
neutrally open. ‘ .g' ' A ) f, ; “:"LK] : .
Conservatlve RP has a closer and more retracted vowel. .The nearest
French sound is that of central /a& 1n speakers that doxnot make}

the dlstlnctlon /a/- /a/, but. E /A/ 1s sllghtly more’ closed.

,

(L)em Carten, p.65
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#. BACK ORAL VOWELS

A- Close vowels: F /u/ = E /u:/

Examples: . . . s : ‘
Open syllable Closed syllaole R ';Final
F fu/ ouvert-[uveR] , toute [tu+1 ;  :f: L choutﬁfu]
E /u:/ Susan [suzn] . food [fwd}  f  ‘.thfough[erw]

The soft palate belng ralsed and the llps closely rounded the
tip of the tongue s retracted and the back is ralsed ‘below the
close position for both E /u /. and F/u/. Both are centrallzed.

Some RP reallzatlons,’espe01ally ih the London reglon, may be more

advanced towards the centre because of the lack»of a close front
rounded phoneme [y]; confu51on‘m1ght arise i French if /u/ were .

more centrallzed. o ,
Although E /u / is relatlvely tense, it is more 1ax than F /u/,and

it allows diphthongization ([Uu]or[uyhl) as one of its variants.
Relaxed and more open realizations of F fu/ ([c:]) may be found
in Belgium and Picardie. ' 4

E /u:/is long before 1lenis consenants aﬁd in final positiqn.

F /u/ is long before final [R,Vv.,Z,%,VR]when in accented position.




B- Half-close vowels: F /o/ - E /u/

o .4(6_”;6)

| g
\

.
-

Examples: . . : LT

Open syllable - Closed syllable Finalf

F /o/  autel [ofel] aube [ob] | peaufpo]
E v/ cusnlon [Kc&ﬂ butcher'[bﬁﬂé] o to [to]. é
' {only this case) . :
/v/ does not occur in word 1n1t1a1 : g :

positions or before /q/.

The soft palate belng raised and the t1p of the. tongue somewhat S
} retracted, the back of the tongue is ‘raised Just above the
b  half-close position for Botl F /o/ and E /u/. The latter is. artlcu-

lated in a.rather more centrallzed p051t10n and in a lax way,

while /o/ is full ‘back and tense.

E /u/ is short; while F /o/ is song before any final consonant az

when in accented position. . . . . .
‘An RP variant of /u/ is somewhat more open and unrounded {[¥] ).
In the "oc" division, the opposition /o/ - fo/ does mot exlst in

most speakers, and an intermediate phoneme, /9/, is used for bothe.

C- Half-open vowels: F /o/ = B /a:/




. The “type of E /o:/ descrlbed above. is typlcal of conserxatlve RP.

to C[e]. Southern French rea117at10ns of /3/ are also nearer to

Exaépies: . N o
) Open syllable Closed syllable Final

F /o/ totalvff?tah . torve [toRvl : . e
E /o  daughter [do:itel] broéd [bnﬁdj‘ sa% [s2:]

The soft palate being raisedband the tip of the tongue somewhat
retracted, the back of the ~tongue is raised Just below the half-
close p051t10n ‘for both F /b/ and E /o: /; the French vowel is
centralized, while the Engllsh one 15 full back. There is. no contact
between the tongue and the upper molars. The llps are more rounded
for F /o/ than for E /o:/e )

E /ol 1s_long before lenis consonants and in final position.

F /5/ -is long before final [R 5,\/] when in accented position.
Advanced speakers tend to- reallze tﬁzs vowel 1n a closer way, tending

C[o]ly, due to the lack of opp051tlon Jo/~- /o/ in that reglon. .

D- Open vowels: F /a/ - E ﬁa:/s’fo/f

Exémples:

Open syilable ' Closed syliablé o Final
F /fa/ ‘halé [ale] ané [anl. | - pas [pal
E /a:/ fg_thexl [fa:3a] 'pavss [ pa:s] car {(Ka:].

E /v/ holiday [holed) ~  doek [dok] .~ -

ZmmTTmIn T i
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E /p/ is a short oral vowel artlculated thn the back of the

tongue in the fully open 9051t10n,'no contact belng made  between the
tongue and the upper molars. Tnere is a sllght llp roundlng, which
is lost in some varletles of Engllsh (South West England and America)
which also centrallze the vowel ({a]). In Scotland, the opposition

/o/ -~ [/ is 1ost, and both phonemes are. reallzed as /o/.

For the artlculatlon of F /a/ and’ E /a /, a part of the tongue
between centre and back is 1n the fully open p051tlon, no contact
being made between the rlms of the tongue and the upper molars.‘
The lips are unrounded for B /a / and sllghtly rounded for F /a‘/.
E /a:/ is a long vowel 135 length 1s dlstlnctlve even before the
shortening fortls consonants. F /a/ 1s long before any flnal
consonant when in accented pos;tzon. _ ',f"_' ; _

An RP varlant of /a / is fronted towards C[a]. Reglonal varlants
include this same / / and short /a/ 1n the words w1th ‘arr jif'

T is oronounced 1n the dlalect. The dlstlnctlon /a /- /&V is lost

in many dlalects. iR R
French /Ja/ is lost in most Southern speakers as a phoneme opposed
to /a/. The resultant phoneme may be exther /a/ or. an 1ntermed1ate

J&/ . However, the dlstlnctlon 1s well malntalned by careful spaakers.

A

H- NASAL VOWELS

A- Front v ‘  e Freoeﬁ /g/]gj;¢~ ;f}{;‘7‘37'




Examples: .
Open syllable Closed syllable Final

instinct [EsTZ] dinde [dEd] pin [pPE]

The soft palate being lowered, there is a double passage for the
aie through the nose and through the mouth., The tip of the tongue
is behind the lower incissors and the front is raised to a positicn
similar to that of /£/. However, in most northern anfl Parisian
speakers, the articulation is lower (UEJ). An old oyposltlon

JE/ - /B seems to have: been kd&t Aalthough some speakers still
pronounce unconsc1ously 2p1n [Pe] ?paln"(P&EJ.-

In Belgium this vowel may be- only parti§ néSalized' the -n- iﬁ

the spelllng is thenu pronounced (Germalne-[gaRnngn] )

/E/ is long before flnal consonants when 1n accented syllable.,

: Frenchfﬁi?;*“”*‘

ol

R |

Examples: ‘ .
Open syllable ‘ Closed syllable . Fimnal

humble [&bl] ‘ , Hunster [ m&@steR] parfum [paR{c&]

The soft palate being lowered, the tongue is set in a position
similar to that of /ce/, but slightl? more open. The nasalization
makes it difficult to perceiveithe effect of the lip-rounding

which distinguishes /%&/ from JE/ As a result, this vowel is

)becomlng identified with /5/ in most advanced speakers. Iits best

strongﬂolds are the Paris region and the centre.

/& / is long before any final consonant when in accented nosltlon.

21
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B- Back vowels.

French /5/ .

The soft palate belng lowered the 11ps are rounded and the tongue
is raised to any 9051t10n between open-half open and half ooen -

half closeé/?yls artlculated 1n the full back pos1t10n, and not

centrallzed like /o/. . e
/5/ is long before any flnal conscnant when 1n accented p051t10n.

Examples:‘ .Open syllable ; Closed syllable:ﬂ:_‘ f;Einal
' lumbago[r$agﬁ honte[afl . ,;; "__ﬁon [m37

brench 7/ e

"Examplesé , _
Cpen syllable Closed syllablej&;” Flnal
menti‘r [m&‘tiR] o tente I'ta'('_] 0 plan [P[al

The soft palate is lowered and the mouth is w1de open. The tongue

artlculates at its lowest far back in the mouth and there is a

slight lip- roundlng. ‘

/&/ is long before any. flnal consonant when in accented p051t10n.
Some Southern speakers realize this vowel as a nasalized /a/ ([&3)
The -n- in the spelling is fheh pronounced:'chante[ganfé]

3 ook s koK Sk ok 3 R K ok ok ok ook

T

B s

S

RGN AT SR

T T TN T
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