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PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 	(1792-1822)

	(English romantic poet; b. Field Place, Sussex, from an aristocratic family; grandson of baronet Sir Bysshe Shelley; victim of fagging at Sion House, rebelled vs. fagging at Eton; st. U College, Oxford; rebellious student, eccentric, vegetarian, radical and freethinker; expelled from college, quarrelled with father Timothy Shelley; eloped with Harriett Westbrook, m. 1811, unfortunate marriage, travels, radical activist, vegetarian, 2 children, improvident husband, eloped abroad with Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin and Claire Clairmont; wife committed suicide 1816, S. married Mary Godwin; lived in Marlow 1817, back to England, lost custody of his children with Harriett; friend of Peacock, Leigh Hunt, Keats, Hazlitt; lived from selling inheritance rights ("post-obits" in advance), pursued by creditors, travels in Italy 1818-, daughter and son by Mary died there; also an infatuated lady who had followed him to Naples died there; Pisa 1820-21, friend of Byron, in love with young Maria Viviani; suffered from nephritis and somnambulism; moved with Mary to Lerici 1822, drowned in his boat "Don Juan" there, 8 July 1822, body found 18th July; cremated on the beach; radical idealist, given to self-pitying excesses of emotion and dejection)
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