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KARL  MARX 		(1818-1883) 

	(Karl Heinrich Marx; German Jewish economist, sociologist and materialist philosopher, Communist theorist and critic of capitalism; b. Treveris, Rheinland, president of the Treveris Drinking Club; rejected his family's Jewish origins, rebellious son, abandoned his family; st. law, philosophy and history in Bonn and Berlin 1835-41; married aristocrat Jenny von Westphalen and squandered her dowry; editor at Rheinische Zeitung, Cologne; censored; exiled in Paris 1842, Brussels 1845, member of Communist League; had a duel fought on his behalf which ended the Communist League in 1850; back to France and Germany, ed. of Neue Rheinische Zeitung, again forbidden; expelled as subversive from Germany, France and Belgium, political exile to London 1849; persecuted by brother-in-law Frederick von Westphalen; l. in Soho in Bohemian squalor and dirt; supported by F. Engels and uncle Philips; 7 children with Jenny, only 1 son and 3 daughters survived and 2 of them committed suicide; wife suffered from illness, depression and alcoholism; Marx had 1 illegitimate child with his servant Helene Demuth, blamed on Engels and sent to foster parents; wrote for New York Daily Tribune, international political subversive activist, theorist of class struggle, of Communism and of historical materialism; compulsory smoker, freelance journalist through the 1850s-1870s, always unemployed, with rent in arrears and leeching off mother Henriette Marx, relatives, friends, supporters and shopkeepers; friend of Ferdinand Lassalle until they quarrelled; suffered from boils, addicted to dirt and opium; in debt and bankrupt, lived beyond his means; denounced as a fraud by Karl Vogt and Gustav Techow; d. London)
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