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WILLIAM BLAKE 		(1757-1827)

(English poet and illustrator; son of a hosier, apprenticed engraver, st. Royal Academy of Art, l. London, Rev. Mathew's and Joseph Johnson's circle, became radical libertarian and millenarist Protestant, enemy of authority and rationalism; married Catherine Boucher, loving marriage without children, unsuccessful printer, moved to Lambeth, tried and acquitted for treasonable expressions; considered demented by contemporary critics, later vindicated by Romantics, great success in 20th c. as visionary poet and illustrator)
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