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Harold Pinter
 (1930-2008)

(British modernist dramatist, b. East London, son of a Jewish tailor; itinerant actor, success as dramatist of incommunication; m. Vivian Merchant 1956, successful dramatic director, screenwriter; 1 son; unhappy marriage and adulterous affairs, affair and 2nd marriage with Lady Antonia Fraser 1975-, grand social life; exwife sunk into resentment and terminal alcoholism, estranged from him after divorce. Pinter went from existential to political dramatist, left-wing outspoken critic of Blair and Bush, human rights activist; Nobel Prize for Literature 2005, d. of cancer)
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