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EDGAR ALLAN POE 		(1809-1849)

(US short story writer, poet and critic; b. Boston, son of British actress Elizabeth Arnold Poe and American actor David Poe, father left, mother died 1811, lived with tobacco exporter John Allan and wife, renamed Edgar Allan Poe, not adopted; travel to Britain with the Allans, school in England 1815-20, attends U of Virginia 1826, gambler, leaves U; quarrels with Allan over debts, enlists Army, reconciled with Allan after wife's death, expelled from West Point military academy for gambling, disobedience and drink; lives with aunt Maria Clemm, Baltimore, 1831-35, miserable life, journalist, poverty; Allan dies 1834 leaving him nothing; journalist at Southern Literary Messenger, marries 13-year old cousin Virginia Clemm 1835/6; l. New York 1837-38, then Philadelphia, and back to NY; editorial jobs at Burton's Gentleman's Magazine, Graham's Magazine, New York Evening Mirror, Broadway Journal; distressed by young wife's ill health, widowed 1847; alcoholic, deep-seated emotional conflicts, 1848-49, in love with poet Sarah Helen Whitman and Mrs. Charles Richmond, engaged to his teenage love Sara Royster Shelton, d. Baltimore after a fit of drunkenness)
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