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JONATHAN SWIFT 	(1667-1745)

	(Anglo-Irish man of letters, b. Dublin; posthumous son of Jonathan Swift, English solicitor; small child in England disregarded by mother and abducted by nurse; sent to uncles; st. Kilkenny College, MA Trinity College, Oxford, 1689; l. England, Ireland; secretary to Sir William Temple at London and Moor Park 1689, 1691-94, met close friend Esther Johnson "Stella" there; Anglican minister in Ireland; Tory party man in London under Queen Anne, to 1714; member of Scriblerus club and close friend of Harley, Pope, Bolingbroke, Arbuthnot and Gay; Dean of St. Patrick's 1713,  followed to Ireland by both Stella and an infatuated Hester Vanhomrigh "Vanessa"; unmarried and no children; Irish patriot vs. Walpole's Whig government, Anglican activist vs. Nonconformists; indignant with "fools and knaves", particularly disgusted with bodily functions, skeptical disillusioned view of mankind; suffered from neural complaint, bordering on insanity in old age, generously endowed several charities and St. Patrick's Hospital for Imbeciles)
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