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MARK TWAIN 		(1835-1910)

	(Ps. of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, US novelist, journalist and humourist; b. Florida, Missouri; childhood in Hannibal; lost father at 12, became printer's apprentice and then steamboat pilot; travelled West during the Civil War; printer, journalist and popular writer of local color  humorous sketches, l. Philadelphia, St. Louis, Hartford, etc.; affluent; married genteel Olivia Langdon; friend of  William Dean Howells; bankrupt 1894 though bad printing investments; travelled round the world as successful lecturer and satirist; lost wife and 2 daughters; evolves from frontier humorist and American optimism to disillusioned pessimism, critic of imperialism and religious beliefs, d. Hartford, CT)
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