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MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT 	(1759-1797)

(English woman of letters, philosopher and novelist, political thinker and educationist, major theorist of feminism. b. London, unhappy childhood with brutal improvident father; loved Fanny Blood; schoolteacher, Dissenter, frequented Unitarian and radical circles, hack writer for Joseph Johnson, unhappy infatuation with Henry Fuseli; feminist and radical activist; travelled to France during Revolution, met Gilbert Imlay, had illegitimate daughter Fanny Imlay; rejected and exploited by Imlay, travelled to Scandinavia as his business agent, attempted suicide in Putney Bridge, rescued; friendship and marriage with William Godwin, d. after giving birth to daughter Mary Godwin [later Mary Shelley])
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