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	(English romantic poet; country childhood in Cumbria, school with future wife Mary Hutchinson; orphaned as a boy, left Cambridge; fought for inheritance; radical youth, travelled to France during Revolution, 1 illegitimate secret child there, returned to England, disillusioned with Terror, depressed by personal and historical turmoils; friends and german travels with Samuel Taylor Coleridge; later friends with Walter Scott, De Quincey and Sir George Beaumont; married and lived in Grasmere, Lake District, with sister Dorothy and wife Mary (1802); 5 children with Mary, lost 2 children; official position at the post office administration; later lived in the South and  turned conservative Victorian sage, retired in the Lake District, Ambleside; received legacies and help for his poetry, pensioned in 1842, then Poet Laureate 1843)
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