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VOLTAIRE 	(1694-1778)

	(Ps. of François-Marie Arouet; French writer and Enlightenment philosopher, b. Paris, problems with authorities and censorhip; exile in England 1726; l. Cirey (Champagne) 1740s, Berlin early 1750s in Frederick II's court, travels, later l. Switzerland and Ferney, eastern France; contributor to the Encyclopédie; anti-Catholic Deist and pessimist thinker; traditional neoclassicist in literature, humourist prose writer)
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