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MIGUEL DE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA	(1547-1616)

	(Spanish novelist and man of letters; born Alcalá de Henares, son of surgeon Rodrigo de Cervantes and Leonor de Cortinas, l. Valladolid, then Madrid; 1st occasional writings pub. by Juan López de Hoyos, 1569; escaped to Rome 1569; soldier 1570, fought at Lepanto 1571, wounded in left hand; captured in the galley Sol by Mami Arnauti; captive in Algiers 1575-80, tried to escape repeatedly, was found out and pardoned; ransomed by friars, lover of married woman Ana Villafranca de Rojas, had natural daughter Isabel de Saavedra who lived with him; married Catalina de Salazar y Palacios 1584; l. Seville; official for the Navy and tax collector 1587, imprisoned 1592, 1597; and l. Valladolid 1603; 1606 Madrid, travelled to Barcelona 1610; d. Madrid; sucess with Don Quixote, translated to all literate languages during the 19th and 20th c.)
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