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_____________________________________
Franco Zeffirelli

(Italian film and theatre director, illegitimate child, orphan; began as set designer, international artist, serious car accident 1969, long and difficult recovery, came out as gay 1996, conservative catholic; d. 2019)

Works: Films

Zeffirelli, Franco, dir. The Taming of the Shrew. Screenplay by Paul Dehn, Suso Cecchi D'Amico and Franco Zeffirelli, based on Shakespeare's play. Cast: Elizabeth Taylor, Richard Burton, Cyril Cusack, Michael Hordern, Alfred Lynch, Alan Webb, Victor Spinetti, Michael York, Natasha Pyne. Music by Nino Rota. Photog. Oswald Morris. Art dir. John de Cuir. Ed. Carlo Fabiannelli, Peter Taylor (I). Exec. prod. Richard McWhorter. Prod. Burton-Zeffirelli. 122' USA/Italy: Royal Films International/FAI, 1967. (British Society of Cinematographers Prize for Best Photography).

_____. The Taming of the Shrew.  Dir. Franco Zeffirelli. Columbia Tristar Home Video, 1991.*

_____, dir. La mujer indomable. Spanish VHS. (Colección William Shakespeare). Columbia Pictures / Planeta DeAgostini, 2000.* (Spanish title of The Taming of the Shrew).

_____, dir. Romeo and Juliet. Screenplay by Franco Brusati and Masolino D'Amico, based on Shakespeare's play. Cast: Olivia Hussey, Leonard Whiting, Milo O'Shea, Michael York, John McEnery, Pat Heywood, Natascha Parry, Robert Stephens, Bruce Robinson, Antonio Pierfederici, Esmeralda Ruspoli. Prod. des. Renzo Mongiardino. Photog. Pasquale de Santis. Music by Nino Rota. Costumes by Danilo Donati. Prod. Anthony Havelock-Allan and John Brabourne. Assoc. prod. Richard Goodwin. Verona Produzioni and Dino de Laurentis. UK/ Italy: Paramount Pictures, 1968.* (Oscars for de Santis and Donati, US Critics prize for best director 1987, BAFta prize for costumes, Golden Globe for Whiting and Hussey).

_____, dir. Romeo y Julieta. Spanish VHS. (Colección William Shakespeare). Paramount Pictures  / Planeta DeAgostini, 2000.* 

_____, dir. Brother Sun, Sister Moon. 1972. (On St. Francis of Assisi).
_____, dir. Jesus of Nazareth. Film mini-series. 1977.

_____, dir. The Champ. 1979.

_____, dir. Endless Love. 1981.

_____, dir. La Traviata. Film version of Verdi's opera. Plácido Domingo, Teresa Stratas, Cornell MacNeil, Alan Monk, Axelle Gail. Italy, 1982.

_____, dir.  Otello. Film version of Verdi's opera. Cast: Plácido Domingo, Katia Ricciarelli, Justino Díaz, Petra Malakova, Urbano Barberini. Italy, 1986.

_____, dir. Young Toscanini. Prod. 1988, unreleased.

_____, dir. Hamlet. Screenplay by Franco Zeffirelli and Christopher De Vore, based on Shakespeare's play. Cast: Harrison Ford, Glenn Close, Alan Bates, Paul Scofield, Ian Holm, Helena Bonham Carter, Stephen Dillane, Nathaniel Parker, John McEnery. Music by Ennio Morricone. Photog. David Watkin. Prod. des. Michael Lamont. Ed. Richard Marden. Prod. Dyson Lovell, for Calco Pictures/Icon Productions. 135'. USA, 1990.

_____, dir. Hamlet: El honor de la venganza. Spanish VHS.

_____, dir. Jane Eyre. 1996.

_____, dir. Callas Forever. With Fanny Ardant. 2002.
Works: Writings

Zeffirelli, Franco. Zeffirelli: The Autobiography of Franco Zeffirelli. London and New York, 1986.

_____. "Filming Shakespeare." In Staging Shakespeare: Seminars on Production Problems. Ed. Glenn Loney. London and New York, 1990. 239-70.

Works: Theatre and opera productions

Zeffirelli, Franco, dir. Romeo and Juliet. Old Vic Company. 1960.

_____, dir. Much Ado About Nothing. 1965.
_____, dir. La Traviata. Stefania Bonfadelli, Scott Piper, Renato Bruson, Annely Peebo, Christian Ricci, Ezio Maria Tisi, Paola Leveroni, Gastone Sarti, Andrea Snarsky. Orchestra and Chorus of the Fondazione Antonio Toscanini (Marco Faelli) / Plácido Domingo. Scenic dir. Franco Zeffirelli. DVD. (La Gran Ópera). Barcelona: Planeta DeAgostini, c. 2004.*

Biography

BBC. "Obituary: Franco Zeffirelli." BBC 15 June 2019.*

https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-24855930

2019

Criticism

Bowman, James. "This Great Dane's a Dog." Rev. of Hamlet, dir. Franco Zeffirelli. The American Spectator 24 (March 1991): 30-1.

Burnett, Mark Thornton, Courtney Lehmann, and Ramona Wray, eds. Great Shakespeareans, Volume XVII: Welles, Kozintsev, Kurosawa, Zeffirelli. (Great Shakespeareans, set IV). London: Bloomsbury, 2013.*

Cartmell, Deborah. "Franco Zeffirelli and Shakespeare." In The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare on Film. Ed. Russell Jackson. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2000. 2004. 212-21.*

Corliss, Richard. "Wanna Be… or Wanna Not Be?" Time 137 (7 Jan. 1991): 73.

Darrach, Brad. "Mad Max Plays Hamlet: Mel Gibson, a Great Dane from Down Under." Life 14.2 (Feb. 1991): 36-42, 46.

Devlin, Polly. "'I Know My Romeo and Juliet'." Interview with Franco Zeffirelli. Vogue 151 (1 April 1968): 34, 52, 69, 80.

Díaz Fernández, José Ramón, and Sofía Muñoz Valdivieso. "'From an Original Idea by William Shakespeare': Franco Zeffirelli's Film Version of Hamlet." Actas del XXI Congreso Internacional AEDEAN. Ed. F. Toda et al. Sevilla: U de Sevilla, 1999. 259-64.*

Donaldson, Peter S. Shakespearean Films / Shakespearean Directors. Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1990.  

Frascella, Lawrence. "Reviews: Hamlet." US 24 Jan. 1991: 55-6.

Grossberger, Lewis. "Movies: Shakespeare Goes Hollywood." Vogue 181 (Feb. 1991): 214, 220.

Halio, Jay L. "Zeffirelli's Romeo and Juliet: The Camera versus the Text." Literature/Film Quarterly 5.4 (1977): 322-5.

Harrison, Carey. "The Taming of the Shrew." Sight and Sound 36 (Spring 1967): 97-98.

Hapgood, Robert. "Popularizing Shakespeare: The Artistry of Franco Zeffirelli." In Shakespeare, the Movie: Popularizing the Plays on Film, TV and Video. Ed. Lynda E. Boose and Richard Burt. London: Routledge, 1997. 1999. 80-94.*

Henahan, Donal. "More Zeffirelli on the Grand Scale in the Met's New 'Traviata'." New York Times 18 Oct. 1989: c-15, col. 4.

Holderness, Graham. "Franco Zeffirelli (1966)." In Holderness, The Taming of the Shrew. (Shakespeare in Performance). Manchester and New York, 1989. 49-72.

Holmer, Joan Ozark. "The Poetics of Paradox: Shakespeareare versus Zeffirelli's Cultures of Violence." In Shakespeare Survey 49: Romeo and Juliet and Its Afterlife. Ed. Stanley Wells. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996.*

James, Caryn. "Too Oft, Fault Lies in the Stars." The New York Times 6 Jan. 1991: sec. 2, 13, col. 1 and sect. 2, 19.

Jorgens, Jack J. Shakespeare on Film. Bloomington (IN): Indiana UP, 1977. Rpt. Washington, D.C., 1994. 

Kauffmann, Stanley. "Stanley Kauffmann on Films." The New Republic 168 (7 April 1973): 24, 33. (Zeffirelli).

_____. "Romeo and Juliet." In Figures of Light: Film Criticism and Commentary. New York, 1971. 112-14. (Zeffirelli).

Levenon, Jill L. "Translation, 1960-1968: Franco Zeffirelli." In Romeo and Julieti (Shakespeare in Performance). Manchester and Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, 1987. 82-123.

Maher, Mary Z. "The Un-Hamlet." Paper delivered at the Western Conference on Literature, Film and the Humanities, U of Arizona, 3 Jan. 1992. (On Zeffirelli's Hamlet. Unpublished).

McGuigan, Cathleen. "Melancholy Mel Goes to Elsinore." Newsweek 116.37 (31 Dec. 1990): 61.

Pilkington, Ace G. "Zeffirelli's Shakespeare." In Shakespeare and the Moving Image: The Plays on Film and Television. Ed. Anthony Davies and Stanley Wells. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1994. 1995. 163-79.*

Pursell, Michael. "Zeffirelli's Shakespeare: The Visual Realization of Tone and Theme." Literature/Film Quarterly 8 (1980): 210-18.

_____. "Artifice and Authenticity in Zeffirelli's Romeo and Juliet." Literature/Film Quarterly 14 (1986): 173-8.

Quinn, Edward. "Zeffirelli's Hamlet."  Shakespeare on Film Newsletter 15.2 (April 1991): 1-2, 12.

Romney, Jonathan. "Hamlet." Dir. Franco Zeffirelli. Sight and Sound (May 1991): 48-9.

Rothwell, Kenneth. "Zeffirelli's Romeo and Juliet: Words into Picture and Music." Literature/Film Quarterly 5.4 (1977): 326-31.

Stivers, Cyndi. "Hamlet Revisited." Rev. of Hamlet, dir. Franco Zeffirelli. Premiere 4 (Feb. 1991): 50-4, 56.

Taylor, Neil. "The Films of Hamlet." In Shakespeare and the Moving Image: The Plays on Film and Television. Ed. Anthony Davies and Stanley Wells. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1994. 1995. 180-95.*

Watson, William Van. "Shakespeare, Zeffirelli, and the Homosexual Gaze." Literature/Film Quarterly 20.4 (1992): 308-25.

Weaver, William. "Franco Zeffirelli: The Patience for Infinite Detail that Makes Dramatic Miracles." High Fidelity Magazine 14 (March 1964): 30-34.

Wilders, John. "Romeo and Juliet." In Wilders, New Prefaces to Shakespeare. Oxford and New York, 1988. 88-94.

Related works

Classic Mel Gibson: The Making of Hamlet. Narr. Mel Gibson. HBO, 1991.

See also Shakespeare. Films. Shakespeare films. General.

