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Arrigo Boito

(1842-1918)

(Italian operatic composer, son of a painter and a ruined Polish countess, l. Rome, st. Milan conservatory, member of avant-garde "scapigliatura" movement, art critic, translator and librettist, suffered from neurotic agraphia)

Works: Music

Boito, Arrigo. Mefistofele. Opera. Libretto by Arrigo Boito, based on Goethe's Faust. Premiere at La Scala, Milan, 1868. Rev. version 1875, 1876.

- - -. From Mefistofele. Victoria de Los Ángeles. Orchestra dell'Opera di Roma / Giuseppe Morelli. Prod. 1955. In Victoria de los Ángeles, Arias de ópera alemana, italiana y francesa. Prod. EMI 1990. CD. (Grandes voces). Barcelona: EMI Odeón / Altaya, 1998.*

- - -. From Mefistofele. Montserrat Caballé. London Symphony Orchestra / Julius Rudel. Prod. EMI, 1974, remastered 1987. In Caballé, 16 arias de Verdi y Boito. CD. (Grandes voces). Barcelona: EMI / Altaya, 1998.*

- - -. Mefistofele. Nicolai Ghiaurov, Luciano Pavarotti, Mirella Freni, Montserrat Caballé, Nucci Condó, Piero de Palma, Della Jones, Robin Leggate. London Opera Chorus (Terry Edwards). Trinity Boys' Choirs (David Squibb).  National Philharmonic Orchestra / Oliviero de Fabritiis. 3 CDs. Notes by Julian Budden. London: Decca, 1984.* 

- - -. Nerone. Unfinished opera. Completed by Tommasini and Smareglia, dir. Arturo Toscanini. Premiere at La Scala, 1 May 1924.

- - -. Nerone. Mirto Picchi, Mario Petri, Giangiacomo Guelfi, Anna de Cavalieri, Adriana Lazzarini, Ferruccio Mazzoli, Piero de Palma, Plinio Clabassi, Anna di Stasio, Valeria Escalar. Orchestra and Chorus of Teatro San Carlo / Franco Capuano. Recorded live at Naples, 30 Nov. 1957. 2 CDs. Portland (OR): Allegro, 2005.*
Caballé, Montserrat. 16 arias de Verdi y Boito. (Grandes voces). Barcelona: EMI / Altaya, 1998.*

Callas, Maria. Live in Turin (18-2-1952). With Nicola Filacuridi. Cond. Oliviero de Fabritiis. New Remastering. CD. (Maria Callas). Barcelona: DiVa/RBA, 2000.* (From Macbeth, Werther, Nabucco, Zaza, Lucia di Lammermoor, Mefistofele, Lakmé, Fedora).

Domingo, Plácido. Arias de óperas italianas y francesas. CD. (Grandes Voces). Barcelona: EMI Classics / Altaya, 1998.* (Verdi, Gounod, Boito, Puccini).

Works: Writings

Boito, Arrigo. Hamlet. Libretto for Faccio's opera, based on Shakespeare's play. Premiere at Genoa, 1865.

- - -. Re Orso. Poetic fable.

- - -. La Gioconda. Libretto for Ponchielli's opera.

- - -. Ero e Leandro. Libretto for Giovanni Bottesini's opera.

Boito, Arrigo, and Emilio Praga. Le madri galanti. Drama.

Criticism

Ricordi, Giulio. Review of Boito's Mefistofele. Gazetta musicale di Milano (1868).

